Conceptualization of differing levels of educational attainment: what are the characteristics of nurses and midwives who have undertaken diploma and degree educational programmes?
This paper looks at the differences in the characteristics of registered nurses and midwives who have achieved differing levels of educational attainment. A review of the pertinent literature demonstrates that there is little published material on this topic and therefore, proposals are put forward with regard to a conceptual model to frame outcome characteristics. The model is seen as being appropriate when trying to identify the different characteristics of nurses and midwives educated to diploma, degree, post-graduate diploma, masters and doctoral level. The model is subsequently applied to identifying core outcomes and composite statements of nurses and midwives who have undertaken diploma or degree programmes. Initial work examining the validity and reliability of the core outcomes and composite statements with regard to degree preparation is described. Areas for further research are also identified.